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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 10-19, 24-27, 30-42, and 46 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(e) 
as being anticipated by Nichols et al. (US 6,363,282 B1 , hereinafter "Nichols"). Nichols 
is considered to disclose: 

a network (see col. 1, In. 10-16 and col. 3, In. 45-65, Nichols). The disclosed 
network is considered to anticipate the claimed network because both provide a network 
interface for communicating with a medical device programmer over a network and a 
prescription system coupled to the network interface; 

a central server coupled to the network and including at least one prescription 
system for prescribing at least one programmable parameter of a medical device based 
upon at least one characteristic of a patient (see col. 6, In. 60 - col. 7, In. 10 & col. 9, In. 
20-30, Nichols). The disclosed server configuration is considered to anticipate the 
claimed central server because both are capable of receiving a characteristic of a 
patient and configured with a processor for receiving at least one prescribed parameter 
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of the medical device from the central server via the network, and programs the medical 
device using the at least one prescribed parameter via the medical device interface; 

a medical device programmer coupled to the network and configured to 
communicate at least one characteristic of a patient to the central server via the 
network, to receive at least one programmable parameter from the central server via the 
network, and to program the medical device using the at least one programmable 
parameter (see col. 6, In. 61- col. 7, In. 55, Nichols). The disclosed programmer is 
considered to anticipate the claimed programmer because both supply at least one 
patient characteristic to the central server via the network and the at least one 
prescribed programmable parameter is then transmitted back to that programmer via 
network 102 for use in programming a medical device that will provide therapy for the 
patient. 

Referring to claims 2, 16, 26, and 40, Nichols is considered to disclose a wide 
area network (see col. 6, In. 38-60, Nichols). The disclosed network is considered to 
anticipate the claimed WAN because both allow for bidirectional communications to 
occur over a wide geographic area. In this connection, the use of a wide area network 
reduces any geographic restrictions placed on the locations of central server, medical 
device programmer(s), and expert client(s), and any two of these components can be 
physically located close to one another, far from one another, or any distance in 
between. 

With reference to claims 3-5, 17-19, 27, and 41-41, Nichols is considered to 
disclose an expert prescription system defined by an expert to prescribe at least one 
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parameter of a medical device based on patient characteristics (see col. 6, In. 60 - col. 
7, In. 10, Nichols). The disclosed expert system is considered to anticipate the claimed 
expert prescription system because both work to determine a set of parameters for use 
in programming an implantable medical device. 

Referring to claims 10, 24, 30, and 46, Nichols is considered to disclose a 
medical device programmer configured to program an implantable medical device (see 
col. 6, In. 1-10, Nichols). The disclosed device is considered to anticipate the claimed 
device because both are configured for parameters to be updated by the programmer, 
which provides bidirectional telemetry between the programmer and the implantable 
device. 

With reference to claims 1 1-14, 31-34, and 36-39, Nichols is considered to teach 
an interface to receive signals from at least one user input device that represent at least 
one of the at least one characteristic of the patient (see col. 9, In. 55 - col. 10, In. 20, 
Nichols). The disclosed device contains sense amplifiers for detecting cardiac signals 
that represent patient activity and other physiologic sensors for sensing the need for 
cardiac output. The disclosed interface is considered to anticipate the claimed interface 
because both receive and process signals from the input device. 
With reference to claim 15, Nichols is considered to disclose: 
a network interface for communicating with a medical device programmer over a 
network (see col. 8, In. 60-67, Nichols). The disclosed interface is considered to 
anticipate the claimed interface because enable communication of at least one 
characteristic of a patient to the central server via the network, receives at least one 
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programmable parameter from the central server via the network, and programs the 
medical device using the at least one programmable parameter; 

at least one prescription system coupled to the network interface, each 
configured to receive at least one characteristic of a patient from the medical device 
programmer via the network, to prescribe at least one programmable parameter of a 
medical device based on the at least one characteristic of the patient, and to transmit 
the at least one prescribed programmable parameter to the medical device programmer 
via the network (see col. 6, In. 60 - col. 7, In. 10 & col. 9, In. 20-30, Nichols). The 
disclosed configuration is considered to anticipate the claimed system because both are 
capable of receiving a characteristic of a patient and configured with a processor for 
receiving at least one prescribed parameter of the medical device from the central 
server via the network, and programs the medical device using the at least one 
prescribed parameter via the medical device interface; 

Referring to claim 25, Nichols is considered to disclose: 

a network interface for communicating over a network with at least one 
prescription system residing on a central server (see col. 2, In. 64 - col. 3, In. 12, 
Nichols). The disclosed drug delivery system is considered to anticipate the claimed 
prescription system because both prescribe at least one parameter of an implantable 
medical device based on at least one characteristic of a patient over a network; 

a medical device interface for communicating with a medical device (see col. 8, 
In. 60-67, Nichols). The disclosed programmer and web-top unit are considered to 
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anticipate the claimed medical device interface because both enable communication 
with the medical device; 

a processor coupled to the network interface and the medical device interface, 
and configured to communicate at least one characteristic of a patient to the central 
server via the network, to receive at least one prescribed programmable parameter of 
the medical device from the central server via the network, and to program the medical 
device using the at least one prescribed programmable parameter via the medical 
device interface (see col. 14, In. 39 - 60, Nichols). The disclosed processor is 
considered to anticipate the claimed processor because both are connected and 
interfaced with a network and store and retrieve programmable parameters for the 
medical device and transfer certain physiological parameters to the central server via 
the network. 

With reference to claim 35, Nichols is considered to disclose: 

determining at least one characteristic of a patient at a programmer (see col. 1 , 
In. 5-20, Nichols). Nichols teaches utilizing various types of networks platforms to 
perform patient diagnosis on the programmer; 

communicating the at least one characteristic to a central server (see col. 1 , In. 5- 
20, Nichols). Nichols teaches a remote bi-directional communications with one or more 
devices that are associated with IMDs and communications between a web-based data 
center and a programmer; 

determining at least one programmable parameter for a medical device based on 
the at least one characteristic using a prescription system hosted by the central server; 
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communicating the at least one programmable parameter to the programmer; and 
programming the medical device using the at least one programmable parameter (see 
col. 8, In. 50-60, Nichols). The disclosed method of determining parameters is 
considered to anticipate the claimed method because both are implemented when 
programming commands are transmitted from the programmer to the implantable 
medical device; 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-9, 20-23, 28, 29, and 43-45 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as 

being unpatentable over Nichols in view of Haller (US 6,804,558 B2, hereinafter 

"Haller")- Nichols is considered to disclose the claimed invention as discussed above, 

under the anticipatory rejection, except for the claimed custom prescription system. 

However, Haller is considered to disclose the claimed custom prescription system (see 

col. 45, In. 26-29, Haller). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 

art to combine the teachings of Nicholas with Haller's teaching of a remote expert 

computer system capable of determining on the basis of analysis whether the patient 

requires further attention, correction, or intervention (see col. 45, In. 26-29, Haller). In 

this connection, Haller also discloses a prescription table particular to a patient that is 

stored in the implantable medical device, communication module, and/or remote system 
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that may be quickly and readily read (see col. 46, In. 40-45, Haller). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Nichols with the 
prescription system and expert computer system found in Haller for the purpose of the 
centralized management system. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dana D. Greene whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7138. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on (571) 272-4955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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